A HISTORY OF POLAND

liberty was stimulated by reports of French successes in
the field. The Polish temperament, Polish patriotism,
Polish courage were all awakened and kept alive by the
young republic's struggle for existence. The word went
round that Russia was again entrapped into war with her
old enemy Turkey. By exactions and indignities beyond
all credence or conception, fcigelstrom and his soldiers
were provoking the people of Poland to rebellion. " Not
yet!" cried the wiser patriots and the more patient souls;
* wait until the enemy is well in the toils of the war with
Turkey." But the impatience of the zealots could not
abide, and the order issued by Catherine for the im-
mediate disbanding of the remains of the Polish army
precipitated the revolt that in any case could not have
been long delayed.
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